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LITALERT (LITigation ALERTs), produced by Thomson Reuters (Scientific) Ltd., contains records for patent 
and trademark infringement lawsuits filed in the ninety-four U.S. District Courts, and reported to the 
Commissioner of the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). Also included are records for 
thousands of lawsuits filed since the early 1970s that have never been reported in the Official Gazette. 
 
Each record in the database contains the patent number or trademark registration number and date of issue; 
patent title or trademark name; name(s) of inventors, owners, and assignees; and classification title and class 
number. 
 
Descriptive information about the specific litigation includes the court in which the action is taking place, the 
docket number of the class, plaintiffs and defendants, the filing date of the lawsuits, and the judgement and 
date, if applicable. 
 

SUBJECT COVERAGE 
Litigation pertaining to U.S. patents and trademarks.  
 

SOURCES 
- Trademarks 
- Patents 
- Court Cases 
 

FILE DATA 
- 1973 to present (05/08): 80,308 records 
- Updated weekly 
- Automatic current-awareness searches (SDIs) may be run weekly or monthly.  
  (weekly is the default) 

 

 

PRODUCER 
Thomson Reuters (Scientific) Ltd. 
The Johnson Building 
77 Hatton Garden 
London EC1N 8JS 
United Kingdom 
Copyright Holder: Thomson Reuters 

Phone: +44 20 7433 4000 
Fax:    +44 20 7433 4001 
Helpdesk: +44 20 7433 4999 
E-mail: ts.support.emea@thomsonreuters.com 
 

 

USER AIDS 
- Online Helps (HELP DIRECTORY lists all help messages available) 
- STNGUIDE 
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SEARCH AND DISPLAY FIELDS 

Search Field Name Search 
Code 

Search Examples Display  
Code 

Basic Index (contains single words 
from action taken (ACT), US patent 
classification title (NCLT), note 
(NTE), trademark class code 
(TMCC), trademark class text 
(TMCT), and title (TI) fields)        1) 

None  
 or 
/BI 

S DISK  PARTITIONS               
S DIGITAL  PROCESSING  SYSTEMS/BI 
S ?ELECTRICAL?                  

ACT, NCLT, 
NTE, TMCC, 
TMCT, TI   

Action Taken   /ACT S AGREEMENT/ACT ACT 
Accession Number /AN  S T2004-01-01/AN  

S P2004-01-01/AN 
AN 

Cross Reference /CR 
(/XR) 

S T1973-07-49/CR CR 

Court Location                              2) /CTL S "MD,  BALTIMORE"/CTL CTL 
Defendent                                    2) /DF S DELAWARE/DF DF 
Document Type   
  (code and text) 

/DT 
(/TC) 

S TRADEMARK/DT   
S P/DT           

DT 

Entry Date                                    3) /ED S ED=15  MAR  2004 ED 
Field Availability         /FA S RTM/FA FA 
Filing Date                                    3) /FID S JUN  2002/FID FID 
Filing Year                                    3) /FIY S FIY>2001   FID, FIY 
Inventor                                        2) /IN 

(/AU) 
S MANDEL?/IN IN 

Inventor Address, City /IN.CTY S BALTIMORE/IN.CTY IN, INA 
Inventor Address, State /IN.ST 

(/IN.CNY) 
S OH/IN.ST IN, INA 

Judgement Date                           3) /JD S MAR  2003-APRIL  2003/JD JD 
Judgement Year                           3) /JY S 2001/JY JD, JY 
Language (code and text) /LA S ENGLISH/LA LA 
Legal Status (Trademark) /LS S RENEWED?/LS LA 
US Patent Classification Code /NCL S 100088000/NCL NCL 
US Patent Classification, Range 
Searchable         

/NCLR S 20020000-20040000/NCLR not displayed 

US Patent Classificat. Titles         2) /NCLT S ABRASIVE  TOOL/NCLT NCLT 
Note /NTE S PLAINTIFF/NTE NTE 
Docket No. /NUM S A-00-CA-291  SS/NUM NUM 
Owner                                           2) /OW S BAYER  CORPORATION/OW OW, OWA 
Owner Address, City /OW.CTY S SPENCER/OW(P)ATLANTIC  CITY/OW.CTY OW, OWA 
Owner Address, State /OW.ST 

(/OW.CNY) 
S DE/OW.ST OW, OWA 

Patent Assignee                           2) /PA  
(/CS) 

S BAXTER  TRAVENOL/PA PA, PAA 

Patent Assignee Address, City /PA.CTY S ICON/PA(P)LOGAN/PA.CTY PA, PAA 
Patent Assignee Address, State /PA.ST 

(/PA.CNY) 
S GB/PA.ST PA, PAA 

Patent Country  /PC S US/PC PI 
Publication Date                           3) /PD S PD=25  JUL  2000 PI 
Plaintiff                                         2) /PF S OPTICS  CORPORATION/PF PF 
Patent Information Publication Type /PIT S DESIGN/PIT  

S REISSUE/PIT 
PI 

Patent Kind Code                         4) /PK S USE/PK PI 
Patent Number                              /PN 

(/PATS) 
S US300764/PN       

S US------300764/PN 

PI 

 
1)  In addition to right truncation, left and simultaneous left and right truncation are available in the Basic Index. At least 4 

characters need to be used for the length of the stem. 
2)  Search with implied (S) proximity is available in this field. 
3)  Numeric search field that may be searched using numeric operators or ranges. 
4)  Patent numbers are available in Derwent and STN format. STN is the default. Enter SET PAT DERWENT to change to 

the Derwent format. To return to the STN format, enter SET PAT STN. 
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SEARCH AND DISPLAY FIELDS (continued) 

Search Field Name Search 
Code 

Search Examples Display  
Code 

Publication Year                              3) /PY S L1  AND  2003/PY PI 
Registration Date                            3) /RD S FEB,  2  1999/RD TMN 
Related Patent Number /RLPN S US1317284/RLPN RLI 
Related Trademark /RTM S 2000937/RTM TMN 
Registration Year                            3) /RY S RY<1999 RY 
Title /TI S OPTICAL  DISK/TI TI 
Trademark Name   /TM S PRINCIPAL/TM TM 
Trademark Class Code /TMCC S 34/TMCC TMCC 
Trademark Class Text                     2) /TMCT S GAMES  TOYS/TMCT TMCT 
Trademark Number              /TMN S 1001820/TMN TMN 
Update Date                                    3) /UP S UP=APRIL  2004 UP 

 
2)  Search with implied (S) proximity is available in this field. 
3)  Numeric search field that may be searched using numeric operators or ranges. 
 
DISPLAY AND PRINT FORMATS 
Any combination of display fields and formats may be used to display or print answers. Multiple codes must be 
separated by commas or spaces, e.g. 'D L1 1-5 TI PI'. The fields are displayed or printed in the order 
requested. 
Hit-term highlighting is available for most searchable fields. Highlighting must be ON during SEARCH in order 
to use the HIT, KWIC, and OCC formats. 
More information about display fields for specific types of information is available by typing one of the following 
'HELP' commands at an arrow prompt (=>) in the LITALERT database: 
 

HELP DFIELDS  - lists all valid custom formats 
 HELP EFIELDS  - lists all selectable fields 
 HELP FORMATS  - lists valid predefined formats 
 HELP SRTFIELDS  - lists valid sort fields 
 

Format Definition Examples 

ACT Action Taken D ACT 
AN Accession Number   D AN 
CR  (XR) Cross Reference D CR 
CTL Court Location D CTL 
DF Defendent D DF 
DT (TC) Document Type  D DT 
ED Entry Date D ED   
FA                        1) Field Availability D FA 
FID Filing Date D FID 
FIY                       1) Filing Year D FIY 
IN (AU) Inventor D IN 
INA                      1) Inventor Address D INA 
JD Judgement Date D JD 
JY                        1) Judgement Year D JY 
LA Language D LA 
NCL US Patent Classification Code D NCL 
NCLT   US Patent Classification Titles D NCLT 
NTE Note D NTE 
NUM Docket No. D NUM   
OW Owner D OW 
OWA                   1) Owner Address D OWA 
PA  (CS) Patent Assignee D PA 
PAA Patent Assignee Address D PAA 

 
1)  Custom display only. 
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DISPLAY AND PRINT FORMATS (continued) 

Format Definition Examples 

PATS Patent Number Group D PATS 
PF Plaintiff D PF 
PI  (PN)               2) Patent Information D PI 
PIT Patent Information Publication Type D PIT 
RLI Related Patent Information D RLI 
RTM Related Trademark D RTM 
RY Registration Year D RY 
TI Title D TI 
TM Trademark Name D TM 
TMCC Trademark Class Code D TMCC 
TMCT Trademark Class Text D TMCT 
TMN Trademark Number (includes Legal Status) D TMN 
UP Update Date D UP 

ALL  (MAX)         2) AN, TI, OW, TMN, RTM, PF, DF, CTL, NUM, FID, JD, ACT, DT, NTE, 
CR, FA, TMCC, TMCT (for Trademark Records)   
AN, TI, IN, PA, PIT, PI, RLI, PF, DF, CTL, NUM, FID, JD, ACT, DT, NTE, 
CR, FA, NCL, NCLT  (for Patent Records)                                  

D ALL 

DALL                   2) ALL, with delimiter for post-processing D DAL 
IALL  (IMAX)       2) ALL, indented with text labels D IALL 
IND AN, TMCC, TMCT (for Trademark Records)  

AN, NCL, NCLT (for Patent Records)      
D IND 

STD (BIB)           2) AN, TI, OW, TMN, RTM, PF, DF, CTL, NUM, FID, JD, ACT, DT, NTE, 
CR (for Trademark Records)            
AN, TI, IN, PA, PIT, PI, RLI, PF, DF, CTL, NUM, FID, JD, ACT, DT, NTE, 
CR (for Patent Records)           

D ISTD 

ISTD (IBIB)         2) STD, indented with text labels D ISTD 
SAMPLE         
 (TRIAL, FREE) 

TI, TMCC, TMCT (for Trademark records)   
TI, NCL, NCLT (for Patent Records)       

D SAM 

SCAN                 3) TI (random display without answer numbers) D SCAN 

HIT    Hit-term(s) and field(s) D HIT 
KWIC Up to 50 words before and after hit-term(s) (KeyWord-In-Context)               D KWIC 
OCC Number of occurrences of hit-term(s) and  field(s) in which they occur        D OCC 

 
2)  By default, patent numbers, application and priority numbers are displayed in STN Format. To display them in Derwent 

format, enter SET PATENT DERWENT at an arrow prompt. To reset display to STN Format, enter SET PATENT STN. 
3)  SCAN must be specified on the command line, i.e., D SCAN or DISPLAY SCAN. 
 
SELECT, ANALYZE, AND SORT CODES 
The SELECT command is used to create E-numbered or L-numbered lists of terms taken from the specified 
field(s) in an answer set. 
The ANALYZE command is used to create an L-number containing terms taken from the specified field in an 
answer set. 
The SORT command is used to rearrange the search results in either alphanumeric (A) or numeric (N) order of 
the specified field(s). 

Definition Code Analyze/ 
Select 1) 

Sort 

Action Taken ACT X - 
Accession Number AN X A 
Cross Reference CR (XR) X A 
Court Location CTL X A 
Defendent DF X A 
Document Type DT (TC) X A 

 
1)  HIT may be used to restrict terms extracted to terms that match the search expression used to create the answer set, 

e.g., SEL HIT AU. 
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SELECT, ANALYZE, AND SORT CODES 

Definition Code Analyze/ 
Select 1) 

Sort 

Entry Date ED X N 
Field Availability FA X - 
Filing Date FID X N 
Filing Year FIY X N 
Inventor IN (AU X A 
Inventor Address, City IN.CTY X - 
Inventor Address, State IN.ST     

 (IN.CNY) 
X - 

Judgement Date JD X N 
Judgement Year JY X N 
Language LA X A 
Legal Status (Trademark) LS X - 
US Patent Classification Code NCL X A 
US Patent Classification Title NCLT   X - 
Note NTE X - 
Docket No NUM   X - 
Occurrence Count of Hit Terms OCC - N 
Owner OW A A 
Owner Address City OW.CTY X - 
Owner Address State OW.ST     

 (OW.CNY) 
X - 

Patent Assignee PA (CS) X A 
Patent Assignee Address, City PA.CTY X - 
Patent Assignee Address, State PA.ST     

 (PA.CNY) 
X - 

Patent Number Group PATS X - 
Patent Country PC X A 
Publication Date PD X N 
Plaintiff PF X A 
Patent Information Publication Type PIT X A 
Patent Kind Code PK X - 
Patent Number PN (PI) X A 
Publication Year PY X N 
Registration Date RD X N 
Related Publication Country RLC X - 
Related Patent Number RLPN (RLI X - 
Related Trademark RTM X A 
Registration Year RY X N 
Title   TI X 

(default) 
A 

Trademark Name TM X - 
Trademark Class Code TMCC X - 
Trademark Class Text TMCT X - 
Trademark Number TMN X - 
Update Date UP X N 

 
1)  HIT may be used to restrict terms extracted to terms that match the search expression used to create the answer set, 

e.g., SEL HIT AU. 
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SAMPLE RECORDS 
DISPLAY ALL  (PATENT RECORD) 
AN   P2004-12-36   LITALERT 
TI   Variable color lighting system 
IN   Belliveau Richard S - Austin TX; Floyd Michael R - Austin TX; Tulk Steven 
     E - Austin TX 
PA   not available 
PIT  Utility 
PI   US 4962687   A   19901016 
RLI  none 
RTM  none 
PF   Super Vision International Incorporated 
DF   Color Kinetics Incorporated 
CTL  FL, Middle Dist. 
NUM  6:04cv313-Orl-18JGG 
FID  20040305 
ACT  A complaint was filed. 
DT   Patent 
LA   English 
NTE  none 
CR   none 
FA   ACT; CTL; DF; FID; IN; NCL; NCLT; NUM; PA; PF; PI; RLI; RTM; TI 
NCL  084464000 
NCLT Music 
 
 
DISPLAY BIB (TRADEMARK RECORD) 
AN   T2004-12-32   LITALERT 
TI   Valvoline 
OW   Ashland Incorporated - Lexington KY 
TMN  1601798   19900619  Renewed 
RLI  none 
RTM  1955557 
PF   Valvoline 
DF   X-Press Oil 
CTL  MI, Eastern Dist. 
NUM  04-70875 
FID  20040308 
ACT  A complaint was filed. 
DT   Trademark 
LA   English 
NTE  none 
CR   none 
 
 
 
 


